Gus and Marie thrived in ‘one spot’ 


Washington had been a state for 
only 31 years when young Gus 
Lorenz and Marie Meyer were 
married in Camas on Sept. 16, 1920. 
However, at that time the town was 
known as LaCamas, having been 
incorporated as a city in 1883. 

Now, Gus and Marie Lorenz, 
who celebrated their 68th wedding 
anniversary this past September, are 
still living on the same street they 
lived on when they were married, 
and in the same location where Gus 
was born 92 years ago. “Imagine 
living almost your whole life in one 
spot,’ Marie says of Gus. “And we 
were married in my parents’ home 
which was on the same street just 
four houses from the Lorenz home,” 
she explains. 

That street, N.E. 17th Avenue 
edging the north side of Crown Park, 
was then a dead end at the Lorenz 
property which abutted the forested 
acreage that was to become Crown 
Park. The Lorenzes subsequently 
gave the city the land needed to put 
the street through. Also, a fine new 
home was built in 1941, replacing 
the original family home built by the 
parents of Gus Lorenz. 

For Gus and Marie the years have 
held much activity and many 
friendships. “‘Camas has been a good 

town to live in,”’ Marie says, “‘and to 
raise children.’’ Their two 
youngsters grew up to be upstanding 


local citizens, Doris (Mrs. Don) 
Carey and Howard Lorenz, the 
realtor. They also enjoy six 
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until recent years, 
an active, involved 


grandchildren 
grandchildren. 

It was as a little girl that Marie 
first came to LaCamas. The Meyer 
family had traveled three days and 
four nights on a coast-to-coast steam 
train from Baltimore, Md., where 
Marie was born, to this little western 
town in Washington State. An older 
brother, already working in the 
paper mill here, had urged the family 
to move west and he met them at the 
local train depot. 

The tired travelers were 
surprised by the muddy streets with 
raised wooden sidewalks, the small 
stores and the tall stands of 
evergreen trees edging the little 
town. “My family learned to love it 
here,” Marie recalls, “Even though it 
was so different from busy 
Baltimore.” 

Their first home was north of 
town, so Marie and her brothers and 
sisters went to the rural Ireland 
District school. Later they attended 
Camas schools when the family 
moved to town. 

There were many happy days 
growing up, in spite of hard times, 
and Marie laughs when she recounts 
how she and her girl friends swam in 
the mill ditch, which was not well- 
fenced at the time. It had been built 
by Chinese laborers to bring water 
from Lackamas Lake to the paper 
mill. 

“It was our favorite place to 
swim,” she says, “but the boys swam 
at the lake. We did not swim 


and eight  great- 


Lorenz family enriched community 
<i% prize chrysanthemums, 
; which took many honors and oe 

is 
- knowledge and expertise qualified 
him as a judge for many shows. The 
large, impressively hoyaly blooms 
4 t den graced many a 
ae otis or church altar 


even before he retired. 


ears. As a member of 
pub haghelped 


GUS AND MARIE Lorenz were married on Sept. 16, 1920, and have enjoyed 


many happy years together. 


together.” 

Movies and roller skating were 
also highlights, with both activities 
taking place at “the old Opera 
House,” which was located near the 
mill entrance and close to the 
McMaster merchandise store. The 


high school staged productions 
there, also. ‘It was. the 
entertainment center for the town in 
those days. That's where we 


watched Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr. and other stars of the 
times,’’ Marie remembers. 


Looking back over her 90 years, 
Marie agrees with Gus that life has 
been good in Camas. The depression 
was not noticed much here because 
of the stability of the paper mill. 
“That mill has been good to a lot of 
people,’ Marie states with 
conviction. It is still the mainstay of 
the town.”” Land was donated to the 
city for schools and parks by Crown 
Zellerbach Corporation during its 
ownership of the 105-year-old paper 
mill. Now owned by James River 
Corporation, the mill continues its 
supportive interest in Camas and its 


people. 

_ The Washington State Centennial 
celebration focuses in part on the 
diversity of the state’s enterprising 
industries and pioneering families. 


;amas takes pride in the integrity of 
both the paper mill nes its pony 
long operation supplying jobs to the 
oa t Sena inthe ‘d-working 
hor and settlers like the 

Loren , whose early members 
came to Territory before 


Churches were also important to 
the community. Zion Lutheran 
Church played a big part in the lives 
of the Lorenz family. Marie sang in 
the church choir for 50 years and 
loved to play hymns at home. Gus 
took a prominent part on committees 
for education, finance and more. 
Marie was just as involved in the 
women’s groups and activities. They 
are beth recognized for living their 
faith. 
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